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President’s Message 
Dear Members: 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and 
every member of our community a happy and joyous Jewish 
holiday season which begins with the Jewish New Year on 
September 12, 1988. 

Congratulations to four new board members who replaced 
Maurice Darwish, Joe Ovadia, Fred Lichaa and Jacob 
Masliah. I would like to thank Maurice, Joe, Fred and 
Jacob for their significant contribution and dedication 
to the KJA. I would like also to take this opportunity 
to thank Mary Mourad for her devotion and assistance. 
Mary had resigned earlier and was replaced by Fortunee 
Lichaa. The new board members are Josette Selim, Joe 
Kheder, Tewfik Mourad and Ibrahim Massuda. I am very 
happy to have these dedicated men and woman on the 
board and I’m confident that they will give a valuable 
contribution to the community. 

We are actively looking for a property and considering 
various options for establishing a Karaite center. 

Among the options we are exploring is sharing some of 
the facilities of Peninsula Sinai Congregation where we 
conduct our monthly prayer. We will advise you of any 
significant news regarding a place for the KJA. 

The board is also working very closely with the Karaite 
community in Israel for the translation and publication 
in English language of some Karaite books that are of 
interest to our community. 


Joe Abel 
President 





Selected topics from the KJA Board meetings: 


- The board extends their best wishes to you and 
your family on YOM TEROUAH. Please review the enclosed 
calendar for the dates and places of the services 
dur .i n g the high holidays. 

~ Many hours were spent in discussing the real 
estate options available. Separate meetings of the 
real estate committee were fruitful to arrive at 
important decision. 

- The board announced the appointment of Mr. Mourad 
El Kodsi as public relation and liaison. 

- Joe Abel announced that KJA received a check in 
the amount of #3,000.00 to establish an fund for the 
needy. This amount was donated by Benoie Massuda of New 
York, anyone who wishes to contribute to this fund is 
welcome to do so. 

- KJA is happy to announce that the Karaite 
community received a hand written Sepher Torah from 
Rabbi Abraham Gabr of Rami ah. The Sepher was brought 
■from Israel by Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Moussa. 

- Elie Moussa has informed the board that our 
current balance is #228,378.00. This amount does not 
include the needy fund nor the Dr. Barakat Massuda fund 

- The result of the KJA election are on the inside 
cover of the front sheet. Please take a moment to 
notice that we have a new treasurer, Joe Kheder, and a 
new secretary Josette Selim. 






Judaism and Polygamy 


According to the Torah a Jew may have two wives, as 
long as he treats them fairly: "If he takes him 

another wife, her food, her raiment, and the duly of 
marriage shall not diminish." (exodus 21:10); "If a 
man have two wives." ; (Deuteronomy 21:15). 

When the Jewish people was young, the Torah tells us 
that a number of patriarches and kings had more than 
one wife at a time. 

Judaism then spread to the east and to the West- 
Europe. Until the fifth century A.D. Europe was 
divided between Christianity and Paganism. Jews found 
no difficulty in practicing that right of having two 
wives. 

Little by little Christianity prevailed almost in all 
the countries of Europe and Jews had to use 
restrictions in practicing that right. 

About the year 1000 a Rabbanite scholar whose prestige 
rivalled that of the Gionim of the East became the 
leading religious authority among the Jews of Europe. 
Encouraged by this prestige and effected by the 
customs and social status prevailed in the country he 
was living, France Gershom of Mayene put an end to 
polygamy. It should be mentioned her that long time 
before Gershom polygamy was looked at as undesirable 
practice. 

Jews in the east, Asia and Africa were under Islamic 
rule. Islam from the very beginning looked favorably 
upon polygamy, "Mary women of your choice, two, or 
three, or four; But it ye fear that ye shall not be 
able to deal justly (with them). Then one only, 
"Surat al-Nisa 4:3". 

Jews in general Rabbanite or Karaite found no 




difficulty religiously or socially to practice the 
right of marrying two wives. 

it was not until the first quarter of the 20th century 
when that practice ended among members of the 
Rabbanite community in Egypt. In 1914 the Rabbanite 
community of Egypt compiled the "Personal Status Code" 
and they seized the opportunity to state in this code 
that polygamy is forbidden. 

Among Karaites however the Story was different. Many 
members rich and not rich did not want to let that 
right go. Some members of the Aslan, Massuda, Firuz 
and Levi families had two wives until early 1930's. 

When Hakham Abraham Cohen came from Turkey in 1921 to 
head the Karaite community in Egypt, he and Mourad 
Farag joined forces to put an end to polygamy. 
Restrictions were put to discourage members of the 
community the strongest among which was that every 
case should be examined separately and the decision 
taken was final. In the minutes of the Karaite 
religious council one can find many and very 
interesting requests by members of the community to 
marry a second wife. In one case the applicant came 
to the meeting of the religious council with a well- 
known Rabbanite attorney well informed in the Mosaic 
laws to defend his case. When in this particular 
case the Karaite religious council declined to decide 
on the matter, members of the general assembly were 
called. It was a very stormy meeting and when finally 
the votes were taken the result was in favour of the 
applicant. This was in 1925 and it marked the last 
time a permission to marry a second wife was given. 
Practically the practice was ended but it was never so 
stated in the "Personal Status Code" compiled and 
agreed upon in 1935. 


Mourad El-Kodsi 





THE STORY OF JONAH 


IN YOM KIPPOUR (THE DAY OF ATONEMEMNT) WE ALWAYS READ 
THE BOOK OF JONAH IN THE BIBLE, THE BOOK OF JONAH 


LJNLIKE 


OTHER PROPHETIC BOOKS IS 


NARRATIVE, 


AND 


DESCRIBES THE ADVENTURES OF A PROPHET WHO TRIED TO 

DISOBEY G.D'S COMMAND. G-D TOLD HIM TO GO TO NINEVEH, 

(THE CAPITAL. OF THE GREAT EMPIRE OF ASSYRIA, ISRAEL'S 
DEADLY ENEMY), AND DELIVER A FATAL WARNING. BUT JONAH 
DID NOT WANT TO GO THERE WITH G-D'S MESSAGE, BECAUSE HE 

WAS CONVINCED THAT G.D WOULD NOT CARRY OUT HIS THREAT 

TO DESTROY THE SINNING CITY. AFTER A SERIES OF 
DRAMATIC EVENTS, HE FORCIBLY OBEYED, AS A RESULT HE 
WALKED THROUGH THE STREETS OF NINEVEH AND PROCLAIMED 
THAT THE CITY WOULD BE DESTROYED IN FORTY DAYS. THE 

PEOPLE OF NINEVEH BELIEVED G.D'S MESSAGE, AND THE KING 

ORDERED THAT EVERYONE FROM THE POOREST TO THE RICHEST- 
MUST FAST? NO ONE SHALL EAT OR DRINK, M 
MUST PRAY FOR G-D'S FORGIVENESS. 


AT THE END JONAH SULKED WHEN HIS MESSAGE OF 
NOT COME TRUE. 


THE BOOK 
CREATION. 
LOVE AND 


PORTRAYS G-D‘ 
BUT ABOVE 
MERCY, WHO 


S ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY 
ALL IT PORTRAYS G-D AS 
FORGIVES AND DELIVERS 


THAT 

ALL 

DOOM 

DID 

OVER 

HI 8 

A G-D 

OF 

EVEN 

THE 


ENEMIES OF HIS PEOPLE. 


TEWFIK MOURAD 


TRADITIONAL LASAGNA 

Last June, I had the pleasure of tasting this 
lasagna at Maurice and Liliane Pessah house. Take it 
•from a gourmet, this recipe is an award winning recipe. 
Maurice was kind enough to share it with us. 

Fred Lichaa 


18 to 20 pieces of uncooked lasagna noodles. 

1 pound of ground beef. 

32 ounces of spagetti sauce. 

8 ounces (2 cups) shredded mozarella cheese. 

1 ounce (1/4 cup) grated parmesan cheese. 

2 pounds (4 cups) of ricotta cheese. 

4 ounces (1 cup) of shredded monterey jack cheese. 

2 tablespoons of chopped fresh parseley. 

1/4 of teaspoon of pepper. 

1 teaspoon salt. 

Brown the ground beef and remove excess fat. 

Add the sauce and simmer for a period of 10 - 15 min. 
Cook the lasagna according to its package instructions. 
Drain the lasagna and lay each one on aluminum paper. 
Mix the shredded mozarella & monterey jack cheeses. 
Combine the ricotta cheese, parmesan cheese, parseley, 
salt and pepper together for filling. 

Lay 4 pieces of the noodles length wise on bottom of a 
13 x 9 baking pan. 

Spread 1/3 of the ricotta cheese filling mix. 

Spread 1/4 of the meat sauce on top of the cheese. 
Sprinkle 1/4 of the mozarella and montery jack cheeses. 
Repeat layer of lasagna, meat, & cheese 2 mare times. 
Place the remaining sauce and cheeses on the top layer. 
Cover with aluminum foil and bake at 350 for 30-40 min. 
Remove aluminum cover foil and bake for an additional 
10-12 min. until it gets lightly brown. 

Remove from the oven & let it stand for 10-12 min. 
before cutting. 


Serve and Enjoy 


6 


THE DAY OF ATONMENT 


IF YOU WERE TRACKING THE ATTENDANCE OF THE WORSHIPPERS 
IN OUR TEMPLES IN EGYPT, YOM KIPPOUR'B ATTENDANCE 
OUTPACED ALL THE OTHERS. INDEED THERE IS A SPECIAL 
MEANING TO ATTEND THE SERVICES. THE PRAYERS ARE READ 
FROM A SEPARATE BOOK, VOLUME 3. THEY LAST ALL DAY AND 
THE MELODIES ARE PENITENTIAL AND VERY MOVING. YOM 
KIPPOUR FALLS ON THE 10TH DAY OF THE 7TH MONTH AND IS 
AN OBLIGATORY DAY OF FASTING. IT IS THE DUTY OF EVERY 
ISRAELITE TO OBSERVE THE DAY BY FASTING AND NOT TO 
ENGAGE IN ANY FORM OF WORK OR ANY MANNER OF 
ENTERTAINMENT. WE SHOULD MEDITATE AND EXAMINE OUR 
SOUL WITH ALL SINCERITY. WE SHOULD PRAY FOR 
FORGIVENESS AND MERCY FROM THE ALMIGHTY. 

HOW AWSOME IS SUCH A DAY! THE LORD GAVE US THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO CLEANSE OUR SOULS BY FORGIVING THE SINS. 
ON THAT DAY EVERYONE ASKS: 

'DID WE OBEY THE FIRST FOUR OF THE TEN COMMANDEMENTS 
WHICH GOVERN THE VERTICAL RELATION BETWEEN US AND GOD?' 

'DID WE HONOUR THE FIFTH COMMANDEMENT AND RESPECT 
OUR FATHER AND MOTHER?' 

'DID WE FOLLOW THE REST OF THE COMMANDEMENTS WHICH 
REGULATE THE HORIZONTAL RELATION BETWEEN MEN AND FELLOW 
MEN?' 


DURING BIBLICAL TIMES BENEI ISRAEL ATONED BY FASTING 
AND THROUGH INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS TILL THE TIME DEDICATED 
FOR THE OFFERING (MINFIA) , THEN THE HIGH PRIEST ENTERS 
BEIT HAMIKDASH SURROUNDED BY THE REST OF THE PRIESTS. 

HE ASKS G.D FOR MERCY AND FORGIVENESS FOR HIMSELF AMD 

FOR ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL WHILE HE PRESENTS THE 
OFFERINGS. THIS IS SIMILAR TO WHAT MOSES DID EACH TIME 
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL DISOBEYED THE LAWS. 

TODAY WE DO NOT HAVE BEIT HAMIDKASH NOR A HIGH PRIEST. 
OUR PRAYERS ARE IN LIEU OF THE OFFERINGS AND WHEN THE 
TIME COMES FOR THE MINHA, THE ARK IS OPENED IN THE 
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TEMPLE AND 
GOES SEVEN 
ATONMENT. 


EVERYONE 


CALLED TO CARRY 


SEPHER 


TIMES AROUND THE TEMPLE CHANTING HYMNS 


IN ISHAYA (55:7) IT IS WRITTEN THAT THE EVIL ONE WILL 
ABANDON HIS EVIL WAYS AND THE BAD DOER , HIS BAD 
INTENTIONS AND RETURN TO G~D AND THE LORD WILL HAVE 


MERCY ON HIM BECAUSE G-D 


ABUNDANT IN CLEMENCY. 


BEGINNING OP KAPPARA 


CONFESSION OF ONE'S SINS. 


THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO CAN JUSTIFY ANYTHING THEY WANT TO 
DC). EVERYTHING THEY DO IS RIGHTEOUS. THE BIBLE WARNS 


FROM 


BEHAVIOUR AND MENTION THAT THERE 


LIVE BEING WHO DID NOT ERR. SOME PEOPLE KNOW THEY 
SINNED, SOME DO NOT. WE REPENT FOR THE SINS THAT WE 
KNOW WE COMMITTED AND THE ONES WE ARE UNAWARE OF. 


THAT WAS THE FIRST STEP CONFESSION. THE NEXT STEP IS 
THE COMMITMENT TO CHANGE THE BEHAVIOR. IN OUR PRAYERS 
WE HAVE A STATEMENT "WHOEVER COVERS HIS SINS WILL 
NOT SUCCEED AND HE WHO CONFESSES AND ABANDON THEM WILL 
HAVE MERCY UPON". 

NOW YOU GOT THE POINT AND CAN TAKE CONTROL TO BENEFIT 
FROM THAT DAY. 


HE WHO SAID THAT HE DID NOT SUFFER ON YOM KIPPOUR 
SHOULD NOT BE PROUD. SOMETHING WENT WRONG. MAYBE HE 
ATE AND DRANK OVER HIS NORMAL CAPACITY TILL A SECOND 
BEFORE SUNSET OF THE FASTING, HE THEN READ A BOOK, DAY 
DREAMED, STAYED HOME ASLEEP MOST OF TIME, MAYBE HE 
WENT TO WORK CLAIMING THAT HE IS COMPULSED, MAYBE HE 
HAD FUN ETC. 


ON THE OTHER HAND HE WHO SUFFERED AND FELL ON HIS KNEES 
IN THE TEMPLE AND PRAYED TO CLEANSE HIS SOUL., HAVE 
REASONS TO BE HAPPY. HE OBSERVED YOM KIPPOUR. HE 
SENSED PURITY AND PEACE, HE KNEW THE FEELING OF THE 
HUNGRY AND THE DEPRIVED. HENCE HIS HANDS WILL NOT BE 
SHORT OF GIVING TO THE POOR AND THE NEEDY. 










KJA announcement 


for September 19G8 


to Mr. & Mrs. Elie Moussa and Dr . Younes 
t marriage o-f their children Debbie and 
The wedding was held in Burlingame, Ca. , 
couple will settle in Chicago and would 
rom you, tel # 312-296-4113. 










ENGAGEMENTS 


Mas el Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Abdel As is El Kodsi 
(Zizou), -from Paris, on the engagement of their 
daughter to Mr. Andre Scious -from Marseilles, France. 


Maze! Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Ell Garni 1 from 
Chicago, ILL. and to Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Pessah on the 
engagement of their children Sylvie and Albert Pessah 
of South San Francisco. 


Masel Tov to Mr. ?•< Mrs. Albert Daniel from Chicago, 
ILL. and Mrs. Germaine Darwish on the engagement 
of their children Shirley and David Darwish of San 
Francisco. 


BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

Masel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Joe Kheder of Newark, Ca. 
on the birth of their son Kevin. The proud grandparents 
are Mr. & Mrs. Amin Kheder and Mrs. Laura Marsouk. 


Masel Tov to Mr. Mrs. Claude Cohen on the birth 
of their daughter Audrey. The proud grandparents are 
Mr. & Mrs. Elie Abdel Ouahed of Montreal and Nelly 
Cohen of Los Angeles. 


Masel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Simon Abdel Wahed of 
Montreal , on the birth of their daughter Erin Rebekah. 
Proud grandparents are Mr. %>. Mrs. Clement Abdel Ouahed. 
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT (cont'd) 


Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Ibrahim Levy of Boston on 
the birth of their grandson Joshua. Proud parents are 
Dinah and David Rosenthal. 


Maze! Tov to Nelly Ibrahim of Modesto on the birth 
of her grandson Benjamin. Proud parents are Maggie and 
John Smythe. 


Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Simon Marzouk of Silver 
Spring on the birth of their granddaughter Lauren. 
Proud parents are Debbie and Sam Yedlin. 


Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Adel Dabbah of Camarillo, 
CA., on the birth of their daughter Kimberly Michelle. 
Proud grandmother is Mrs. Dabbah of ILL. 


GRADUATIONS 

Mazel Tov to Ben Levi who earned a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Boston University. Proud 
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Aslan Levi from ILL. 


Mazel Tov to Michelle Ibrahim for graduating in 
Genetic from Berkeley. She is planning to enter medical 
school in a year and is presently working at Stanford 
Medical School in research in lung transplant. Nelly 
Ibrahim of Modesto is quite proud of Michelle. 
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B'NAI MITZVAH 


Mazel Tov to Gisele who celebrated her £sat Mitzvah 
last October in Los Altos Hills, CA. Proud parents are 
Mr. ?< Mrs. Abe Darwish. 


Mazel Tov to Joelle who celebrated her Bat Mitzvah 
last May in Los Altos Hills, CA. Proud parents are Mr. 
& Mrs. Henry Mourad. 


Mazel Tov to Steven who celebrated his Bar Mitzvah 
last May in ILL. Proud parents are Mr. & Mrs. Younes 
Habib. 


Mazel Tov to Sheila who celebrated her Bat Mitzvah 
in August in Skokie, ILL. Proud parents are Mr. & Mrs. 
Jacob El Garni 1. 


Mazel Tov to Jenny who celebrated her Bat Mitzvah 
also in August in ILL. Proud parents are Mr. & Mrs. 
Albert. Eskinazi. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. %>. Mrs. Joseph Pessah would like to announce 
that their son David will be called to the Torah and 
celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on December 24, 1988 in Los 
Altos, CA. They would like to extend their invitation 
to anyone interested in attending. 


If you would like to share with the community any 
special event related to your family please send it to 
KJA, PO BOX 4235, Mtn View, CA 94040 Att. Josette Selim 
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Z E K H E R 


The names below were remembered during our monthly 
Saturday and special prayers. KJA thanks everyone who 
contributed in their beloved memory. 


LILIAN EL. TAHAN BAT SHALOM PESSAH 

TEWFIK YOUSSEF LICHAA 

YOUSSEF ASLAN COHEN 

FLORE ASLAN COHEN 

NAZLINE ASLAN COHEN 

FARAG ASLAN COHEN 

SHALOM MOUSSA PESSAH 

FORTUNEE MOUSSA MASSUDA 

RAHEL YAMTOB 

ESTHER BAROUKH MASSUDA 

ESTHER ELIAHOU NONO 

LIETO YOUSSEF EL KODSI 

DR. ELIE BAROUKH LICHAA 

MOURAD YOUSSEF ABDEL WANED 

AMAR DAQUD DARWISH 

NAHAMA DAOUD LEVY 

FORTUNEE DARWISH 

YOUSSEF ABDOU DARWISH 

SUSAN MASSUDA LEVI 

ZAKI SELIM LEVY 

VIVIANNE LEVY 

DAVID ABRAHAM EL GAMIL 


ESTHER YOU! 


ABDALLAH 


FARID YAFFET MASSUDA 

MQSHE BEN ABRAHAM ABDEL WANED 

AND ZOGATO MIRIAM BAT FARAG OVADIA 

DR ALBERT MASSUDA 

ZAKI MENASHE 

LIETO MOURAD YOUSSEF 

MAURICE MOURAD 

MOUSSA YOUSSEF EL KODSI 

AND ZOGATO ZOHRA FARAG ASLAN 

FORTUNEE MOUSSA EL KODSI 

YOUSSEF MOUSSA EL KODSI 


DR. BARAKAT MASSUDA 
YACOUB LECHAA 
NADINE COHEN 
YOUSSEF OVADIA 
OVADIA BEN YESHQUA 
AZIZA ASLAN COHEN 
BAROUKH MASSOUDA 
IBRAHIM SEL. I MAN LEVI 
SELIM ELIAHU MASSUDA 
JOSEPH ZAKI LICHAA 
NAHAMA DAOUD LEVI 
MARY DARWISH 
ABDOU DARWISH 
FLORE DARWISH 
LIETO MARZOUK 
MALAKA DARWISH 
YOUSSEF DARWISH 


ZAKI 


.ICHAA 


CLAIRE LEVY 
ELIE LICHAA 
ALAN ROBERT COHEN 
ZAKI SELIM 
LICHAA ISHAK LICHAA 
DAVID ISHAK LICHAA 
DR MAURICE SALEH 
ZAKI LICHAA 
BAROUKH MASSUDA 
NELLI MENASHE 
NAZLI AFRANGUI 
RENEE MOURAD 
AMAR MOUSSA EL KODSI 
SHALOM PESSAH 
BARAKAT EL GAMIL 
HABIB YOUNES AND 
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ZEKHER (can'd) 


RAFAEL MOUSSA EL KODSI 

YOIJSSEF BEN YACOUB PESSAH 

AND ZOGATO RAHEL BAT HAFEZ PESSAH 

YOUSSEF BEN MOSHE PESSAH 

AND ZOGATO RAHEL BAT YACOUB KAHIL 

YOUSSEF FARAG MASLIAH 

FLORE OVADIA CHAMMAS 

HELENE CHAMQN LICHAA 

REGINA YOUSSEF SALEH 

SULTANA ISAAC BAROUKH MASSUDA 

SHALOM IBRAHIM MASSUDA 

FORTUNEE DAQUD FARAG LICHAA 

MAURICE SHALOM MASSUDA 

YACQUB MOURAD MARZOUK 

ESTHER DAOUD MASSUDA 

YOUSSEF IBRAHIM SOLIMAN 

LOUNA BAT BAROUKH COHEN 

MATHILDA HABIB LICHAA 

YACOUB ELIAHOU EL GAZZAR 


ZOGATO LOUNA YOUNES 
JACQUES MANGOUBI 
MOSHE PESSAH 
VITA FARAG MASLIAH 
FARAG YOSSEF MASLIAH 
MOUSSA FARAG MASLIAH 
ZAKI EL IE LICHAA 
AMELIE YOUSSEF SALEH 
GRACIA FARAG NOUNO 
DAVID SHALOM MASSUDA 
JAFFE SHALOM MASSUDA 
BAROUKH I. SIAHOU 
RAHEL YOUSSEF LICHAA 
YESHQUA HAYIM 
ESTHER FARAG SERGANI 
YESHOUA OVADIA 
MOUSSA MASSUDA 
HABIB YOUSSEF LICHAA 
MATHILDA S. MASSUDA 


We note with sorrow the passing of 


Yacoub Lechaa 

husband of Louna, San Francisco 

Mathilda Levy 
wife of Zaki , Boston 


Yousseff Abdallah 
husband of Fortunee, Rhode Island 


Zaki Ibrahim 

husband of Nelly, Modesto 


Dr. Ibrahim Menashe 
husband of Adeline, New York 

Roger Eskinazi 

son of Mr. & Mrs. Nessim Eskinazi 
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Printing 

Satisfaction 


While others just talk about 
quality, at PrintMasters, we deliver it. 

The proof is in every piece we 
print: The colors are true. Registra¬ 
tion is flawless. Every detail is perfectly 
finished. 

In other words, quality through 
and through. 

And when you work with Print- 
Masters, you’ll also discover that 
quality doesn’t have to be expensive. 


So when “good” just isn’t good 
enough, come to PrintMasters for 
quality that’s second to none. 


PrintMasters" 

QUALITY PRINTING CENTERS 
39075 State Street 
Fremont, CA 94538-1433 
(415) 795-1119 




























Join us at 9:30 AM on: SEPTEMBER 3rd 
(Joe Pessah's home) SEPTEMBER 12th 
(Elie Moussa's home) SEPTEMBER 21st 

OCTOBER 1st 
NOVEMBER 5th 
DECEMBER 3rd 
JANUARY 7th 
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